


Proposition 5

Expanding treatment and rehabilitation 
to address California’s prison 

overcrowding crisis. 

Cutting state costs by $2.5 billion.
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Proposition 5

Implementing 
Expert Recommendations 

to Address California’s Prison 
Overcrowding Crisis 



Prop 5: Three Key Elements

• Court-Supervised Treatment . Prop. 5 
expands the diversion of nonviolent offenders to 
addiction treatment. 

• Prison and Parole Reforms . Prop. 5 
provides rehabilitation programs to nonviolent 
prisoners and parolees, and utilizes local sanctions –
not prison – for minor violations.

• Youth Programs . Prop. 5 ensures that more and 
better treatment and rehabilitation is provided in the 
community to at-risk youth. 



Proposition 5: 
Court-Supervised Treatment

NORA builds a three-track continuum of care for nonviolent
drug offenders and some other nonviolent offenders

• Track I
– Low-level drug offenders 
– Analogous to the current PC 1000 diversion statute

• Track II
– Nonviolent drug offenders and those unsuccessful in Track I
– Proposition 36 “plus”

• Track III
– Nonviolent offenders with addiction problems – hand-picked by 

judges – and those unsuccessful in Track II
– Drug Courts “plus”



Proposition 5: 
Court-Supervised Treatment

*National average for one course of treatment. “National Treatment Improvement Evaluation Study” CSAT 1997. 
Inflation.adjusted.
**Cost for one inmate in a CA state prison. Source: California Legislative Analyst’s Office “California’s Criminal 
Justice System: A Primer”. 2007.



Proposition 5: 
Prison & Parole Reforms

NORA makes rehabilitation and treatment a priority of the 
prison and parole systems

• Increases accountability and transparency of the California 
Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR) 

• Prioritizes rehabilitation in the prison and parole systems
– Creates Secretary for Rehabilitation and Parole in CDCR and Puts a 

Chief Deputy of Rehabilitation in each state prison

– Rehabilitation for all inmates at least 90 days prior to release

• Creates inmate incentives for rehabilitation
– Good-time and rehabilitation/program credits for nonviolent inmates



Proposition 5: 
Prison & Parole Reforms

• Focuses parole resources on violent and serious offenders
– Nonviolent, low-risk parolees get 12 months of parole (down from 

three years)

• Stops the revolving door between prison and parole
– Nonviolent parolees are sanctioned locally, not returned to prison, for 

misdemeanors and technical violations

• Provides community-based treatment and rehabilitation
– All parolees receive services including, but not limited to, substance 

abuse treatment, vocational training, and education

– Former nonviolent parolees receive services up to one year post-
supervision



Proposition 5: Youth Programs

• Currently, there are virtually no publicly funded youth drug treatment 
program in California

• Prop. 5 dedicates $65 million annually for youth treatment programs
– Young people could be referred—by parents, doctors or counselors, 

among others—directly to services

• Education not incarceration
– With Prop. 5, science-based educational programs and counseling 

replaces misdemeanor conviction for young people found in 
possession of small amounts of marijuana



Proposition 5

The nonpartisan Legislative Analyst’s Office projects Prop. 5 would:

• Pay for itself each year in reduced incarceration costs ($1 billion). 

• Cut costs by another $2.5 billion over several years in reduced 
prison-construction costs.



Proposition 5 Supporters:
League of Women Voters of California 

California Nurses Association 

California Society of Addiction Medicine 
California Academy of Family Physicians 

California Federation of Teachers

Consumer Federation of California 
California State Conference of the NAACP 

National Council of La Raza

California Council of Community Mental Health Agenc ies 
Mental Health Association in California 

California Labor Federation 

American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees 
California 

SEIU California State Council
– and many more –



For more information:

www.Prop5Yes.com
Prop5@drugpolicy.org


